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Dear St. Mary's Families,
As we begin the month of May, there is a wonderful sense of growth and purpose in the air at St. Mary’s. This term is always a meaningful one, and our pupils are rising to the challenges and opportunities it brings. Over the coming weeks, we look forward to important milestones including Holy Communion for our P4 pupils and the completion of end-of-year assessments and our Shared Education programme.
As always, thank you for your continued support — it is deeply appreciated and plays a vital role in the life of our school.
Kind regards
Mrs Shaunagh Devlin
Shared Education Celebration
We are delighted to share that Ballytrea Primary School will be joining us on Wednesday 6th May for a special celebration marking the culmination of this year’s Shared Education project. We are also pleased to welcome Paul Mc Iver from the Education Authority, who will join us as we showcase the fantastic work completed by the children alongside Lorraine Ward. This event will celebrate not only their creativity and collaboration, but also the meaningful friendships that have developed throughout the year. We kindly remind all parents that, due to two pupils from Ballytrea with severe allergies, no strawberry products should be brought into school on this day.

Cycling Proficiency 
Our P7 pupils are looking forward to beginning their Cycling Proficiency Scheme this term, developing important skills in road safety and confidence when cycling. The sessions will take place on the following dates: Wednesday 6th May, Wednesday 13th May, Monday 18th May, Tuesday 19th May, Wednesday 20th May and Thursday 28th May. This programme provides a valuable opportunity for pupils to learn practical road awareness and safe cycling techniques, helping to equip them with a lifelong skill while promoting an active and healthy lifestyle.



Holy Communion
Our Primary 4 pupils will celebrate their First Holy Communion on Saturday 9th May at 10.30am in St. Mary’s Church. We ask that everyone is seated by 10.15am to ensure a calm and reverent start to the ceremony. Children in the choir should also arrive by 10.15am. After the Mass, refreshments will be served in the school hall for all families and friends to enjoy together. A professional photographer will also be set up in the dinner hall for those who would like to have photographs taken to mark this special occasion. The link to book the photogrpaher has sbeen sent to P4 parents in a previous message.  Please contact the school if you require this again.
Holy Communion Refreshments
We are asking each family (excluding our P4 families) to kindly donate one item towards the refreshments afterwards. This could include buns, biscuits, traybakes, sugar, tea or coffee. We would appreciate all donations being sent into school by Friday 8th May. Thank you, as always, for your continued support in helping us make this a special occasion for the children and their families.

Tyrone GAA
Our Tyrone GAA coaching sessions continue every Thursday for all classes, providing a fantastic opportunity for the children to develop their skills, teamwork and enjoyment of physical activity. We kindly remind parents that children should come to school dressed in their PE kit on Thursdays to ensure they are ready to fully participate in these sessions.

End of Year Assessments
During the month of May, all children will be completing their end of year assessments. It is very important that pupils attend school every day during this period to ensure they can fully participate and perform to the best of their ability. We kindly ask that each child brings a set of headphones to school, as these are required for completing their GL Assessments. Thank you for your continued support in helping us create the best possible conditions for the children to succeed.

Creative Connections Celebration Day
A number of children from Mr Cullen’s class have been selected to represent the school at a Celebration Day for Creative Connections on Tuesday 12th May in the Guildhall, Derry. Permission slips will be issued to the relevant parents with further details. This is a wonderful opportunity for our pupils to showcase their creativity and celebrate the fantastic work they have been involved in throughout the project. We are especially proud that two of our pupils have been chosen to speak live on stage, sharing their experiences and representing our school with confidence.

Football Tournaments
Our school Gaelic team will be representing the school at a number of upcoming events this term. They will take part in the Academy Blitz on Thursday 14th May, Cumann na mBunscol in The Rock on Tuesday 19th May, and the Tony Devlin Memorial Tournament on Friday 29th May. We wish the team the very best of luck in all competitions and thank them for representing our school with pride. Permission slips for each event will be issued separately with further details.

P7 Residential Trip Information Session
All outstanding balances for the P7 Residential trip should be made by Friday 15th May. We will then be holding a P7 Residential Information Session on Friday 22nd May at 2.00pm in the school for P7 parents. This meeting will provide important details about the upcoming residential trip, including travel arrangements, accommodation, activities, and what pupils will need to bring. It’s a great opportunity to ask any questions and ensure everyone feels well-prepared. 

P5/P6 Assembly
Our P5/P6 class will host their assembly on Friday 15th May at 10.00am in the school assembly hall. All parents and grandparents are warmly invited to attend, and we look forward to welcoming you for this special occasion. Refreshments will be served afterwards as we come together to celebrate the children’s hard work.

End of Year School Trip
Our P1–P6 children are looking forward to their end of year trip to the Jet Centre on Tuesday 16th June. This promises to be a fun and enjoyable day for all pupils as we celebrate the end of a busy school year. Further details will follow in due course, and we kindly remind parents that payments should be made via ParentPay.

Lost Property 
We currently have a number of jumpers and other items in our Lost Property box, which is located in the front porch of the school. As these items are not labelled, we are unable to return them to their owners. Parents are very welcome to check the box if their child has misplaced any belongings. We would also kindly remind all parents of the importance of clearly labelling all items of clothing and personal belongings to help us ensure they can be returned promptly.

Holy Trinity College Assessment Day
Pupils who will be transferring to Holy Trinity College in September 2026, will attend an assessment morning in the school on Wednesday 27th May from 8.45am-12noon.  More details will be set directly to parents from Holy Trinity College. 

Outstanding Money
We would like to remind parents that there are a number of outstanding payments for dinners, swimming, music tuition and school trips. As a school, we are not in a position to cover these costs to the Education Authority, the local leisure centre, or our tutors, Shirley and Donald, if payments are not made. We kindly ask that any outstanding balances are settled as soon as possible. If you are experiencing financial difficulties, please do not hesitate to speak to Mrs Devlin in confidence and we will work together to find a suitable solution.

School Closures
Please note that school will be closed on Monday 4th May for the Bank Holiday and Tuesday 5th May for Staff Development Day.
We are closed on Monday 25th May for Baker Day and Tuesday 26th and Wednesday 27th for Staff Development Days.  School will reopen as normal on Thursday 28th May. We hope all our families enjoy a well-deserved rest during the break.
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