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MARCH 2026 NEWSLETTER


Dear St. Mary's Families,
As we step into March, we look forward to a busy and exciting month at St. Mary’s. With spring in the air, the children are enjoying more outdoor learning opportunities, and there is a wonderful buzz around the school as we prepare for upcoming events.
This month, we are celebrating World Book Day, World Maths Day and getting ready for our St. Patrick’s Day celebrations. We are also encouraging our pupils to embrace a love of reading through our Reading Challenge
As always, we appreciate your continued support in making these events special for the children. Please read on for all the latest news, important dates, and upcoming activities at St. Mary’s.
Kind regards
Mrs Shaunagh Devlin
ETI Visit
Tomorrow, we will be welcoming our District Inspector, Jane Sidor from the Education and Training Inspectorate (ETI) to St. Mary’s. During her visit, she will be calling into a number of classes and taking time to speak with some of the children to hear their views and experiences of life and learning in our school. This provides a valuable opportunity for pupils to share their voices and reflect on their experiences as part of our ongoing commitment to Growing in Faith, Learning with Joy, Succeeding Together.
[image: The 40 Days of Lent | Diocese of Portland]Lenten Observances at St. Mary’s
During Lent, Deacon Malachy will celebrate Communion Services in the school each Wednesday morning at 10am. Parents, grandparents and members of the wider community are very welcome to join us in these prayerful services as we journey through Lent together.
We will continue to support Mary’s Meals as our chosen Lenten charity, with collection boxes in each classroom for pupils to donate loose change throughout Lent. Our Reading Challenge also continues during this time—please keep sending in your photos, as it has been wonderful to see the children engaging so enthusiastically.
World Book Day
We are excited to celebrate World Book Day on Thursday, 5th March. To mark the occasion, we are inviting all children to bring their favourite book to school and dress up as a character from their favourite book.  The children will be participating in a range of activities throughout the day.
Each child has received a £1 book token, which can be used towards a new book or to purchase one of the special £1 World Book Day books available in Tesco and Asda.
We are also delighted to share that author Stuart Reid, who visited us during Term 1, will be returning to the school on Wednesday, 25th March. Stuart will work with the children through a series of engaging writing workshops, inspiring creativity and helping pupils further develop their storytelling and writing skills.
First Penance
Our P4 children will be making their First Penance on Wednesday, 4th March @11.30am in St. Mary’s Church, Stewartstown. This is a special and important step in their faith journey as they prepare for their First Holy Communion.
Parents and family members are warmly invited to attend and share in this meaningful occasion. We look forward to celebrating this sacrament with our pupils and their families.
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We are excited to invite all parents and family members to our School Céilí on Friday, 13th March at 1:20pm. The children will be showcasing their talents in Irish dance, poetry, song, and music—a wonderful celebration of our Irish heritage and culture.
This is a special opportunity to see the children perform and share their learning with the wider school community. We hope you can join us for an afternoon of music, dance, and celebration.
St. Patrick’s Disco
Get ready for a fun-filled evening at our St. Patrick’s Disco on Friday, 13th March in the School Hall. The event will be run by our PTA and promises to be a fantastic time for the children. – More details to follow.
Creative Connections
P5/6 will be taking part in an exciting creative experience this month as they work with Anna, a visiting artist, through the Creative Connections Project. Throughout the project, the children will explore their creativity, develop new skills and express their ideas through art. The Nerve Centre will also join one of the sessions to video the children and carry out interviews, helping to showcase their work at the Creative Connections Celebration Day in the Guildhall, Derry, later in the year.
World Maths Day
Monday 23rd March marks World Maths Day, a global celebration of mathematics and problem-solving. To mark the day, children across the school will take part in a range of fun and engaging maths activities designed to build confidence, encourage positive attitudes towards numeracy and show how maths is used in everyday life. World Maths Day provides a great opportunity to celebrate learning, challenge thinking and enjoy maths together.
P5/6 Trip
P5/6 pupils will be visiting the Ulster American Folk Park on Thursday, 26th March as part of their learning in The World Around Us. This educational visit will link closely with their topic “Location! Location! Location!”, allowing the children to explore themes of place, migration and history in a meaningful and engaging way. The trip will provide valuable hands-on learning experiences and help bring classroom learning to life.  Please pay through ParentPay.
School Uniform 
A reminder to parents and pupils of the importance of wearing the correct school uniform each day. Our uniform helps promote a sense of pride, equality and belonging within the school community. Please note that branded tracksuit bottoms and coloured trainers are not part of the school uniform and should not be worn to school. We appreciate your continued support in helping us maintain high standards and a smart appearance for all our pupils.
Congratulations
We are delighted to congratulate Mrs Kathryn Hughes on her appointment as a permanent member of staff at St. Mary’s Primary School. The Principal Relief position was advertised prior to Christmas and, following a rigorous interview process, Mrs Hughes was the successful candidate. We are thrilled to have her join our staff team on a permanent basis and wish her every happiness and success as she continues her career here at St. Mary’s.
School Closures
Please note that school will close at 1.30pm on Wednesday 11th March to facilitate staff training. In addition, the school will be closed on Monday 16th, Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th March for the St. Patrick’s Day holiday and scheduled staff training. We appreciate your understanding and support as these closures allow staff to engage in important professional learning that supports teaching and learning across the school.
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A Prayer for Lentfen Grace
Loving God,
During the sacred season of Lent, bring me closer to you.
Prepare a place in my hg e and heart for silence and

solitude, so that Im
of a prayer-full I

Enlarge my heart s

of gratitude and genems:ty
Help me to fast from those ]
threaten the well-being of body an
remind me of the grace and simplicity.
May this season be grace-filled time to
rekindle my love for and faith in you.
Amen.
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