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Dear St. Mary's Families,
As we move into February, the school is full of energy and excitement. It has been a busy and positive start to the term, with the children fully engaged in their learning and enjoying a wide range of activities across the school. This month brings lots of opportunities to celebrate our school values, strengthen our focus on learning, and continue building the strong sense of community that makes our school such a special place.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership.
Kind regards
Mrs Shaunagh Devlin
Internet Safety
This Wednesday morning, officers from the PSNI will be visiting classes to talk to the children about how to stay safe online and what to do if they come across something that makes them feel uncomfortable or unsure. Keeping children safe in the digital world is a shared responsibility, and we are keen to support families in navigating this together. 
I will also be sharing further information with parents about Smartphone Free Childhood, a wonderful initiative that our school has recently become involved in, which promotes healthy, age-appropriate use of technology and supports children’s wellbeing both in and out of school.
Girls Football Tournament
On Thursday 5th February some of our girls from P6/7 will be taking part in an indoor tournament in Cookstown Leisure Centre.  We wish the girls the best of luck.
Credit Union Quiz
Some of the P6/7 pupils will be representing the school in the Credit Union Quiz on Friday 6th February in St. Joseph’s College, Coalisland.  Good luck to all involved. 
Cash Call
Our first Cash Call will take place on Friday 6th February, with a £200 cash prize up for grabs. Entries cost £5 per number, and we ask that all completed envelopes are returned to school by Thursday to ensure inclusion in the draw. Thank you, as always, for your continued support of school fundraising — every contribution makes a real difference for our children.


Mid Term Break
The school will be closed for Mid-Term Break from Monday 9th February for the week. We will reopen to pupils on Monday 16th February. We hope all our children, families and staff enjoy a well-deserved break and return refreshed and ready for the next half of the term.
Shared Education
Day 2 of our Shared Education programme will take place for each class during February. P1/2 pupils will visit Ballytrea on Wednesday 18th February – children in this group must not bring any strawberry products with them on the day. 
P5/6/7 pupils will host Ballytrea pupils here in our school on Thursday 19th February, while P3/4 pupils will visit Ballytrea on Thursday 26th February – again, no strawberry products for this visit. Further reminders will be sent closer to each date.
Lent
Wednesday 18th February marks Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the season of Lent. On this day, the children will visit the chapel for a Communion Service and will receive ashes from Deacon Malachy. Throughout Lent, classes will continue to visit the chapel each Wednesday as part of our shared prayer life, giving the children time to reflect, pray and grow in faith together during this special season of the Church year.
ParentPay
Parents are reminded that payment must be made at the time of booking for all chargeable items, including school meals, educational trips, swimming lessons and other activities. The school cannot be placed in a position where it is left in debt to the EA or external providers, such as the Leisure Centre, due to non-payment for services that children have already availed of.
Parents of children entitled to Free School Meals must still book their child’s dinner each day it is required, even though no payment is due.
As outlined in our school payment policy, the following procedures will be applied where arrears occur:
· Week 1: A gentle reminder letter will be issued.
· Week 2: A second letter requesting immediate payment will be sent.
· Beyond 2 weeks: A final letter will advise that meals will no longer be provided and children must bring a packed lunch.
· If no resolution is reached, the debt will be referred to the Local Authority Debt Recovery Team, and legal proceedings may be initiated.
The school does not wish to be in a position where we are unable to provide meals or activities for children. However, if payments continue not to be made, we will be left with no alternative but to follow this policy.
If a family is experiencing genuine financial difficulty, parents are encouraged to contact Mrs Devlin privately to discuss this. Where appropriate, a payment plan can be arranged, but without communication, the school will be required to proceed in line with policy.
P1 & P2 Healthy Snack Initiative
Our P1 and P2 pupils have thoroughly enjoyed selecting and preparing their own healthy snacks throughout January, developing their independence along the way. A reminder that February’s instalment (£15) is now due and can be paid via ParentPay. Thank you for your continued support.
P6/7 Swimming Lessons
Mr. Reilly’s P6/7 class are currently participating in swimming lessons every Wednesday.  These lessons provide a fantastic opportunity for the children to develop important water safety skills and improve their swimming abilities.
Please ensure that your child brings appropriate swimming gear to school each Wednesday, including a swimsuit, towel, and any other necessary items.  If your child is not going swimming, they will remain in school and be supervised in another class until the swimming lesson is over.
The cost for these lessons is payable through ParentPay and should be paid for weekly to avoid a bill creeping up. 
P1/2 Tayto Factory Tour
As part of their World Around Us topic Food Glorious Food, the P1/2 class will be visiting the Tayto Factory for an educational tour. This promises to be an enjoyable and engaging experience for the children, bringing their learning to life. Please ensure you have provided consent for your child to attend the trip via the school app and that payment for the visit has been made through ParentPay.
Urban Motion Afterschool Club
Jamie will return with his popular afterschool graffiti sessions beginning on Thursday 26th February. This term, each child will create their own individual A3 graffiti board, making the project more personal and creative than before. Children will explore spray-paint techniques, stencils, layering and lettering, before finishing their artwork with positive words or messages linked to themes such as kindness, confidence, friendship and being unique. 
Sessions will run from 2.00–3.00pm for P1–P3 and 3.00–4.00pm for P4–P7. Places must be booked directly by parents using the following link: 
                        https://urban-motion.classforkids.io/term/41 
P6 & P7 Activities
Our P6 and P7 pupils will be very busy on Thursday 26th February, representing the school in two different competitions. Some children will be accompanying Mrs Devlin to take part in the Road Safety Quiz at the Glenavon Hotel, while Mr Reilly will be bringing a team to Primate Dixon to compete in the Cumann ná Búnscoil Quiz. We wish all our pupils the very best of luck.
P3/4 Assembly
Parents and family members are warmly invited to attend Mrs Hamill’s Class Assembly on Friday 27th February at 10.00am. We look forward to welcoming families into the school to share this special occasion with the children. Refreshments will be served afterwards, and we hope many of you can join us.
Peace Proms Concert
On Sunday 1st March, our school choir will take part in the Peace Proms Concert at the SSE Arena Belfast. The children will travel by bus with Mrs Devlin and Lynette on the morning of the concert, while parents will make their own way to the venue for the 1.00pm start time. Following the performance, the children will return to school, where parents can collect them later that afternoon. Further details will be shared directly with the children involved. Please remember that each child will need to wear a plain white T-shirt for the event.
First Penance
Our P4 children will celebrate their First Penance on Wednesday 4th March at 11.30am in St. Mary’s Church. Parents and family members are warmly invited to join us for this special and important celebration in the children’s faith journey.
Catholic Schools Week 
Catholic Schools Week was a wonderful celebration of faith and community. Our P4 & P7 children attended a special Mass in Portadown, and our P1 and P2 assembly was a highlight, welcoming grandparents to share in the children’s work. Afterward, they enjoyed refreshments and helped make St. Brigid’s crosses, passing down cherished traditions. Thank you to all who joined us – your presence made the week even more special.
Additional School Closure
The Minister of Education has directed all schools to take an additional two days of teacher training during this academic year — one in Term 2 and one in Term 3. As a result, the school will be closed to pupils on Wednesday 18th March while staff take part in professional training. I will update parents with the Term 3 training date as soon as arrangements have been confirmed for staff.
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