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Dear St. Mary's Families,
As we approach the festive season, the excitement is truly building here at St. Mary’s Primary School. December is always a special time in our school calendar, filled with opportunities for learning, giving, and celebrating together.
From our Christmas performance and class activities to supporting community initiatives like St. Vincent de Paul, this month offers a wonderful chance to reflect on the spirit of generosity and kindness that defines our school community.
I am so grateful for your ongoing support and involvement, and I look forward to finishing 2025 with joy and togetherness. Please take a moment to read through this newsletter to stay up to date with all the upcoming events, reminders, and celebrations.
Let’s make this December one to remember for our pupils and families.
Kind regards
Shaunagh Devlin

PTA Santa Sunday
We are delighted to share the fantastic success of our PTA’s Christmas Event, held on Sunday 30th November in the beautiful setting of Stuart Hall. It was a truly magical afternoon filled with festive cheer, community spirit and joyful smiles from children and adults alike.
Thanks to the incredible hard work, commitment and dedication of our PTA members, the event raised an outstanding £2,818.82 for our school. We are immensely grateful to each member of the PTA for the countless hours spent planning, preparing and organising every detail of the day. Their efforts ensure our pupils benefit from new opportunities, resources and memorable experiences throughout the year, and we simply could not do it without them.
The PTA have also asked us to extend their heartfelt thanks to all volunteers, local businesses and members of the wider community who gave their time, made donations, baked, set up stalls, or offered support in any way. They want everyone to know that the day would not have been the success it was without your generosity and teamwork.
Events like this remind us what makes St. Mary’s so special – a school community that comes together, supports one another and puts our children at the heart of everything we do.
Thank you once again to everyone involved. Your support truly makes a difference.

Afterschool Clubs
AB Coaching will finish on Monday 15th December, and Urban Motion will end for this term on Thursday 18th December. 
The children have thoroughly enjoyed participating in the various activities, learning new skills, and having fun with their friends. I am delighted with the enthusiasm and engagement shown by all our pupils and look forward to restarting the clubs in the new year after the Christmas break.
P3/4 Class Trip
Mrs Hamill’s class will visit Armagh Museum on Wednesday 3rd December as part of their World Around Us topic. This will be a wonderful opportunity for the children to explore history and heritage in a hands-on, engaging environment.
Children who are entitled to free school meals will be provided with a lunch for the trip. All pupils should wear their full school uniform, bring a warm coat, and bring a packed lunch (unless receiving FSM).
P6/7 Trip
Mr Reilly’s class have been invited to St Joseph’s College, Coalisland to watch their Talent Show production. This is a lovely opportunity for the children to enjoy a fun and uplifting performance by the older pupils.
All information regarding this trip was shared with parents last week on the Schools NI App. We kindly ask parents to please take a moment to read the details and provide consent for their child to attend.
Christmas Dinner Day
I am excited to let you know that the school’s Christmas Dinner will take place on Thursday 11th December. To make the day even more festive, the children are invited to wear their Christmas jumpers. We kindly ask for a £2 donation to support Saint Vincent de Paul, a wonderful charity helping those in need during the festive season. Donations can be made via ParentPay. Thank you for your generosity in helping us spread some Christmas cheer.

[image: Grand Opera House]Grand Opera House Panto Trip
Our whole-school trip to The Grand Opera House is on Friday 12th December, where we will enjoy a performance of Pinocchio. The children will be leaving school at 12noon and are expected to return by 4:30pm. They will have lunch in school before we depart, and they are welcome to bring a small treat to enjoy during the show. We’re looking forward to a magical day out with the children.

Carol Service
I am thrilled to announce our Whole School Christmas Carol Service, which will take place on Thursday 18th December at 7:00pm in St. Mary’s Church, Stewartstown. Our P6 and P7 pupils will bring the nativity story to life with a beautiful reenactment, while the rest of the children will fill the church with festive cheer through their wonderful singing. This promises to be a special evening, and we warmly invite everyone to join us – parents, grandparents, friends, and neighbours are all welcome. There will be a donation box at the door for those who wish to contribute to school funds. We look forward to sharing this memorable occasion with you all.

[image: Awesome christmas tree cartoon illustration]Singing in the Square
Our P5, P6 and P7 pupils will be joining pupils from Stewartstown Primary School and Ballytrea Primary School for some festive singing around the Christmas Tree in The Square on Wednesday 10th December @11.15am. This is a lovely opportunity to bring the community together. If you are available or happen to be passing by, we would love for you to stop and show your support. 


Christmas Card Project
The children have been busy creating their designs for the school Christmas Card Project and will receive a proof of their Christmas card design soon. Along with the proof, will be information on how to order the cards, as well as a range of other merchandise featuring your child’s artwork. This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate your child’s creativity.

[image: Happy Holidays Print]School Holidays
Please note that the school will officially close for the Christmas holidays on Monday 21st December at 11:00am for all children.
However, families should be aware that school will also close on Friday 19th December at 11:30am to accommodate the staff Christmas Dinner.
School will reopen after the Christmas break on Monday 5th January 2026.

As we approach the Christmas season, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all our pupils, parents, and staff for their continued support and hard work. This time of year, reminds me of the importance of community, kindness, and faith, and I am grateful for the many blessings we share as a school family. May the peace and joy of Christ’s birth fill your hearts and homes this Christmas. May the light of the Christmas star shine bright on you, may the joy of the angels gladden your heart, and may the peace of the Christ-child be with you now and throughout the New Year. Wishing you all a blessed and joyful Christmas, and I look forward to welcoming you back in the New Year.
Mrs Devlin
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